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PS ALM cxxui.- 1. 2. 


I was glad, when they ſaid unto me, We 
will go into the Houſe of the Lord. 


Our Feet ſhall ſtand in thy Gates, O Fe- 


ruſalem. 


HIS is a Pſalm of great Joy 

and Exultation ; compoſed by 
David, according to ſome Com- 
mentators, upon Occaſion of his again 
enjoying the Benefit and Satisfaction 
of the publick Worfhip of God, of 
which he had been a long While de- 
prived: And they who are of this 
Opinion, ſuppoſe the Pſalm to have 
been made on his Return to Jeruſalem, 
AA after, 


” 


I _——_————— 


1 1 
after the Suppreſſion of Ab/alom's Rebel-* 
hon, Others take the Subject in a more 
general View, and ſuppoſe this Pſalm to 
refer, not to any private Occurrence of 
David's Life, but to an Event of Natio- 
nal Concern; the Deſign of it being, as 
they imagine, to celebrate the Accom- 
pliſhment of an ancient Prediction, that 
the Ark of the Lord ſhould at laſt enter 
into its Reſting -place on Mount Sion, 
where it was to remain fixt, and to 
remove from thence no more, With 
either of theſe Hypotheſes the Words of 
the Text do well agree. But yet, perhaps 
it were a Conjecture not altogether ill- 
founded to ſuppoſe, that this Pſalm may 
more immediately, in its original Inten- 
tion, have referred to the liberal Con- 
tributions, which, as we read, were given 
by the great Officers of David's Court, 
and the principal Perſons of his King- 
dom, towards building the Temple, ac- 
cording to the magnificent Deſign, which 
he had long before formed, and then 
publickly communicated to them in a 
ſolemn Aſſembly, called together for that, 


very Purpole, * 
David 


TY * 

David hath expreſſed himſelf. in the 
warmeſt and moſt rapturous Terms up- 
on this Subject, in other Parts of his 


Writings, 
thy Dwellings, thou Lord of Hoſts! My 


Soul hath a Deſire and Longing to enter into 
the Courts of the Lord : My Heart and 
my Fleſh rejoice in the living God. For, one 
Day in thy Courts is better than a thouſand, 
I had rather be a Door-keeper in the Houſe 
of my God, 1 would chooſe rather to 
fit at the Threſhold of the Houſe of my 
God (for that is the literal Interpretation) 
than to dwell in the greateſt Eaſe and Gran- 
deur among ft the T ents of Ungodlineſt. Ac- 
cordingly he declares in another Paſſage, 


O, haw amiable, ſaith he, are pf lacy, 


that he would not ſuffer his Eyes to ſleep, Pf. ex 
nor his Eyelids to ſlumber, neither the Tem- ® 5* 


ples of his Head to take any Reſt, until he 
had found out a Place for the Houſe of 
the Lord, an Habitation for the Gad of 
Jacob. And although he was not per- 
mitted to fulfil this Reſolution, yet as 
the Sentiment was, nevertheleſs, always 
predominant in his Heart, the Occaſion 
which we have mentioned could not 
but afford the higheſt Satisfaction to 

A 3 him, 
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lion. Others take the Subject in a more 


general View, and ſuppoſe this Pſalm to 


refer, not to any private Occurrence of 
David's Life, but to an Event of Natio- 
nal Concern; the Deſign of it being, as 
they imagine, to celebrate the Accom- 
pliſhment of an ancient Prediction, that 
the Ark of the Lord ſhould at laſt enter 
into its Reſting - place on Mount Sion, 
where it was to remain fixt, and to 
remove from thence no more, With 
either of theſe Hypotheſes the Words of 
the Text do well agree. But yet, perhaps 
it were a Conjecture not altogether ill- 
tounded to ſuppoſe, that this Pſalm may 
more immediately, in its original Inten- 
tion, have referred to the liberal Con- 
tributions, which, as we read, were given 
by the great Officers of David's Court, 
and the principal Perſons of his King- 
dom, towards building the Temple, ac- 
cording to the magnificent Deſign, which 
he had long beiore formed, and then, 
publickly communicated to them in a 
ſolemn Aſſembly, called together for that 


very Purpoſe. 8 
David 
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David hath expreſſed himſelf in the 
warmeſt and moſt rapturous Terms up- 

on this Subject, in other Parts of his 
Writings. O, how amiable, faith he, are Pf heir. 
tby Dwellings, thou Lord of Hoſts ! My 

Soul bath a Deſire and Longing to enter to 

the Courts of the Lord : My Heart and 

my Fleſh rejoice in the living Gad. For, one 

Day in thy Courts is better than a thouſand, 

I had rather be a Door-keeper in the Houſe 

of my God, I would chooſe rather to 

fit at the Threſhold of the Houſe of my 

God (for that is the literal Interpretation) 

than to dwell in the greateſt Eaſe and Gran- 

deur among ft the Tents of Ungodlineſs. Ac- 
cordingly he declares in another Paſſage, | 
that he would not ſuffer his Eyes to ſleep, Pf, cxxxii, 
nor his Eyelids to ſlumber, neither the Tem- ®5* 
ples of his Head to take any Reſt, until he 

had found out a Place for the Houſe of 

the Lord, an Habitation for the God of 
Jacob. And although he was not per- 
mitted to fulfil this Reſolution, yet as 

the Sentiment was, nevertheleſs, always 
predominant in his Heart, the Occaſion 

which we have mentioned could not 

but afford the higheſt Satisfaction to 

A3 him, 
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him. He was now near the Fnd of his 
Days, and had a good ProſpeQ, that the 
Work of building the Temple, which, 
by God's own Command, was reſerved 
for his Son Solomon, would be ſoon under- 
taken and executed; his Subjects had 
likewiſe teſtified their Approbation and 
Concurrence, by the Liberality and 
Cheerfulneſs of their Contributions, the 
moſt unqueſtionable Declaration that they 
could poſſibly make, that they would be 
glad to go into the Houſe of the Lord. 
That could not, like the Tabernacle, 


be removed, but was to be always near 


them; ſo that they ſhould no more be 
obliged to go from Place to Place to 
Divine Service, with great Inconveniency 
and 'Trouble, as formerly, but their Feet 
ſhould fland within the Gates of Feruſalem, 
The Mention of the holy City naturally 
introduceth a Deſcription of the Privi- 
leges with which it was diſtinguiſhed, and 
then follows an earneſt Exhortation to 
his People, to pray for a Bleſſing upon 
Feruſalem, and to endeavour to promote 
its Happineis and Proſperity, on account 

of 


6 

of their being ſtrictly united by all the 
Bands of Civil and Religious Connections. 

This ſeems to be no improbable Ac- 
count of both the Subject and Occaſion 
of the Pſalm. But however that may 
be,as it is well known, that this Pſalm 
was uſually ſung by the Levites, at the 
ſolemn Feſtivals, when the People came 
from all Parts to worſhip at Jeruſalem, 
and was accommodated by the Jews 
to all ſuch religious Aſſemblies, it can» 
not be deemed altogether improper to 
apply it to ſuch an Occafion as the pre- 
ſent; which, although confeſſedly of far 
inferior Importance, is not however in 
its Nature very different, the numerous 
Inhabitants of a moſt extenſive Pariſh 
being now, after a long Interval, again 
reſtored to the Uſe of aChurch to which 
they have a Right to reſort, and which 
they can call their own, 

You have ſo long experienced the In- 
ſufficiency, as well as Inconveniency, of 
the beſt Proviſion that could be made for 
you during that Interval, that you can- 
not but, each of you, congratulate with 
your Families and Fellow - Pariſhioners, 
upon this Occaſion, and adopt the Senti- 
ment of the Royal Pſalmiſt, in the Text. 


I was 


1 
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a 
Twas glad, when they ſaid unto me, We 
ſhall go into the Houſe of the Lord. Our 
Feet ſball ſtand within the Bounds of our 
own Feruſalem. You cannot but con- 
gratulate one with another, that by the 
Influence of your Noble Patron and his 
Family, powerfully and ſucceſsfully aſ- 
ſiſted by our excellent Dioceſan, great 
Difficulties have been evercome, and 
ſuch Sums of Money obtained from the 
Bounty of Parliament as have at length 
perfected the Work. You cannot but 
congratulate, with an honeſt and laudable 
Satisfaction, every Man with his Neigh- 
bour, that the Munificence of the Publick 
bath, by the eminent Skilfulneſs of the 
Architect, and the Care of the ſeveral 
Workmen, been ſo well applied, as to 
make this Church one of the principal 
preſent Ornaments of our large and opu- 
lent Capital, and a laſting and honourable 
Monument of the good Taſte of the Age. 
You cannot but receive the Congratula- 
tions and the Praiſes of all good Men, that 
your pious Wiſhes are at laſt accompliſh- 
ed, and that towards the Accompliſhment 
of them you have yourſelves largely con- 


tributed. The Zeal you have ſhewn (at 


your own Expence) to ſuit the Pews and 


- Fur- 
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ts 
Furniture to the Elegance of the Build- 
ing, is a ſtanding Proof that you are 
glad to go into the Houſe of the Lord. 
'This is moſt laudable, and refleQs great 
Honour upon you. 

A Reverence for Things ſacred (as all 
Things are to be accounted that have 
any Relation to the Worſhip and Service 
of God) makes a diftinguiſhing Part of 
every Character, that is truly valuable 
and excellent. It hath invariably been 
ſo eſteemed among the Wiſe and Good 
in all Ages. The Principle hath, no 
Doubt, been ſometimes miſapplied and 
abuſed to improper Purpoſes ; but it is 
not for that Reaſon the leſs natural. 
The very Abuſe and Mifapplication of it 
is a Proof, that it is natural, Were it 
not ſo, it could not have been made an 
Inſtrument in the Hands of the Artful, to 
execute their Deſigns. Prieſtcraft ard 
Superſtition could never have prevailed, 
if Religion ard Piety had not a real 
Foundation in the human Mind. No- 
thing but a Conviction of the Superin- 
tendency of God's Providence, and of the 
Neceſlity of gaining his Favour, could 
have engaged Men to ere& magnificent 
Structures to his Honour, Ignorance 


and 


Acts xvii. 
24, 25. 


1 Cor. x. 28. 


1 Kings viii. 
27. 


6 ee 
and Inattention, it is true, on the one 
Hand, narrowed Men's natural Notions 
of the Omnipreſence of God, and Arti- 
fice and Impoſture, on the other, en- 
couraged the Belief, that his Reſidence 
was confined to ſome beloved Spot. 
Hence it became neceſſary to undeceive 
the World, as St. Paul hath done, by de- 
claring that God dwelleth not in Temples 
made with Hands, neither is be to be wor- 
ſhipped with Men's Hands,. as though be 
needed any Thing ; as though the Splendor 
of any Worſhip we can pay him could 
add to the Glory and Majeſty of his infi- 
nite Nature; or as tho? his Preſence and 
Influence could be confined to any Place. 
Fer the Earth is the Lord's, and the Fulneſs 
thereof. The Heaven of Heavens cannot 
contain Him. How much leſs any Houſe 
that we can build Him ? But yet it 18 
not at all inconſiſtent with this Convic- 
tion, to dedicate certain Places to the 
Service and Worſhip of God, and to treat 
them alſo with particular Reſpe& ; not 
as if they had any intrinſick Holineſs in 
themſelves, but on account of the ſacred 
Uſes to which they are applied, and the 
Relation which in thoſe Uſes they bear to 
Almighty God. And in Order that the 
Mind, being impreffed with a Senfe — 
this 


1 I 

this relative Holineſs in Places conſecrated 
to the Honour of God, may be the better 
prepared ſor the Duties to be performed 
therein, it is no leſs expedient, that they 
be properly embelliſhed and adorned; not 
with the falſe Glare of ſuch gawdy De- 
corations, as tend to amuſe and diſſipate 
the Imagination, or which 1s worſt of all, 
with ſuch as fill the Mind with falſe Ideas 
of the Object and Nature of the Wor- 
ſhip we are paying, but with a chaſte 
Simplicity and ſolemn Dignity ; which, 
being ſuited to the great Ends of Religion, 
and ſerving to excite in us an awful Reve- 
xence, may prove no inconſiderable Means 
of Edification and ſpiritual Benefit ; by 
collecting and compoſing our Thoughts, 
by fixing our Attention, and animating 
our Affections with due Fervour and De- 
votion. | 

In this Style, my Brethren, your 
Church is now judiciouſly adorned, being 
in the moſt decent and becoming Manner 
fitted for the Celebration of Divine 
Service in all its Parts. Let the ſame 
earneſt Zeal, which you have ſhewn fo 
remarkably hitherto for the Finiſhing of 
your Church, be ſtil] exerted in your 
conſtantly reſorting to it. If you be glad 
that you can now go into the Houſe of the 
Lord, 


WW.» 
Lord, you wilt not negle& any Opportu- 
nity of attending there on his Worſhip, 
'The neceſfary Buſineſs of your Callings 
or of your Families may perhaps be juſtly 
pleaded by many for an Excuſe at other 
Times : But on the Lord's Day all are, 
or ought to be, entirely free from the 
one, and the other ſhould be ſo managed, 
if poſſible, as that every Member of the 


Family, who is in Health, and of compe- 


? | Exod. xii 


tent Age, may, if not oftner, at leaſt 
once in the Day, either at Morning or 
Evening Service, appear before the Lord 
their Gad. | 

To dedicate one Day in feven to the 
Service of God and the Care of our Souls, 
is ſo neceſſary a Duty of Religion, that 
it was one of the Ten Commandments 
which God gave to the Jews, juſt after 
he had delivered them from their grievous 
Bondage in Egypt; and that they might 
be the more ſenſible of the Eaſe and Be- 
nefit of his gracious Government, by 


comparing their Condition with what it 


had been before, under the Severity of 
their Taſk-maſters, and alſo that their 
own unfeeling, ſtubborn Hearts, might be 

t the amiable Virtues of Mercy and 
Compaſſion to all that depended on them, 
they were not only permitted, but required, 

= tO 


W friendly to and perfective of Moral Virtue, 


[ 13 ] 
to reſt on the Sabbath Day, themſelves, 
their Servants and their Cattle. 

This Commandment was afterwards 
indeed ſo far miſtaken, and the Sabbath 
was obſerved by the Fews with fo rigid 
and punctilious a Severity, that inſtead 
of being conſidered as made for Man, for Mark ii. 27. 
his Benefit and Relief, it was thought to 
ſuperſede every moral and ſocial Obliga- 
tion, every Demand of Humanity ; and 
thus from a rational and juſt Acknow- 
ledgment of God's Sovereignty and Good- 
neſs, it degenerated into a Superſtition, no 
leſs diſhonourable to Him, than burthen- 
ſome to Men. From this Burthen our bleſ- 
ſed Lord, who came not to deſtray the Law, Mat. v. 17. 
but to fulfil, to reſtore the Obſervance of 
it in its genuine and moſt perfe& Senſe, 
hath graciouſly relieved us, and lay- 
ing aſide whatever was of local Obli- 
gation (upon which the Miſtake of the 
Fews was grounded) hath confirmed the 
Commandment, according to its original 
and genuine Principles, which being 


ſo far it is unqueſtionably our reaſonable Rom. xii. f. 
Service. And yet, ſuch is the Perverſeneſs 
of Men! the more eaſy he hath made it, 
the leſs carefully it is obſerved ; the more 
ſpiritually it 1s interpreted, the more car- 
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1141 
nally it is abuſed; to that Degree, that not 
only the Deſign of it is greatly defeated, 
but the very Appearance of it is almoſt 
loſt amongſt us. | 

The lower Artiſan, inſtead of enjoying 
the Benefit of this Day, by reſting from 
his Labour and repairing to Church, 
to offer up his Devotions and to hear 
the Word of God; inſtead of refreſhing | 
his Body and improving the State of 
his Soul, is beſotting and intoxicating | 
himſelf with ſtrong Drink, and rendr- 8 
ing himſelf incapable of Buſineſs for 1 
great Part of the enſuing Week; proba- g ; 
bly laying the Foundation of Sickneſs to 
himſelf, and thereby of Beggary and Ruin 
to his Family. Thoſe of a more turbu- | 
lent Diſpoſition, make it their common | 
Practice on this Day, conſecrated to Reſt | 
and Religion, riotouſly to aſſemble them- 
ſelves together at a ſtated publick Rendez- 
vous; where, armed for the Purpoſe, they 
not only wantonly commit the moſt dar- 
ing Outrages, to the Terror and Annoy- | 
ance of the Neighbourhood, but engage 
in a Kind of regular Battle amongſt them- } 
ſelves, and much too often are not ſepa- | 
rated but by the Death of ſome of the 
Combatants. By them who are in better | 


Circumſtances, this Day is too often paſſed 
| without 


E 

without Injury indeed to the Property, or 
Diſturbance of the Peace of their Neigh- 
bours, but without Benefit (in a religious 
View) to themſelves, in Parties of Plea- 
ſure; and whilſt the Churches are deſerted, 
the Roads are filled with Perfons of each 
Sex and of almoſt every Age. And if we 
look amongſt the higher Ranks, How 
few of one Sex ever viſit the Houſe of 
God? How many of the other pats 
this Day in frivolous Viſits? not for the 
Sake of Friendſhip or Affection, but be- 
cauſe their Time hangs heavy on their 
Hands; this being the only Day in the 
Week, on which they do not care to in- 
dulge themſelves in a more favourite 
Amuſement; although ſome of both Sexes 
(it is to be hoped, not many) are ſaid to 

have got the better of that Scruple. 
That this is not an exaggerated Deſcrip- 
tion, all who hear me muſt acknowledge. 
That our Churches are filled on particular 
Occaſions, is a Truth which muſt likewiſe 
be acknowledged. But, if they are filled 
chiefly on particular Occaſions, that is on 
the other Hand, to be much lamented. 
The Principle which is not ſteady in its 
Operation cannot be very deeply rooted. 
This Congregation here preſent is very 
numerous : and yet perhaps it may be no 
B 2 improper 
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improper Queſtion to put to ſome of them 
J am ſure, it will not be unprofitable, if 
they put it ſeriouſly to themſelves) Upon 
what Motives, and with what Intention 
did you come hither? Was it to gratify 
your Curioſity, and to ſee a new Sight ? 
That you may have it to ſay hereafter, 
that you were preſent when this Church 
was firſt opened? If that was your ſole 
Motive for coming hither, it is not only 
very inſufficient, but very improper. Re- 
collect with what contemptuous Indig- 
nation Chriſt queſtions the Jews, who 
crowded about St. Fobn the Baptiſt in like 
Manner. What went ye out for to ſee ? 
He did not preach in the Wilderneſs, our 
Saviour gives them to underſtand, in or- 
der to be gazed at, or to exhibit any ex- 
traordinary Spectacle ; but that the Doc- 
trine of Repentance and Reformation 
which he taught might have its due In- 
fluence upon them. If any, therefore, be 
found amongſt this Congregation, who 
came hither upon any ſuch unworthy Mo- 
tive, it is to be hoped that they will now 
learn and conſider, that the Church is not 
a Place to indulge our Curioſity in, but 
to ſerve God and forward our own Sal- 


vation; and that they will accordingly 


reſolve henceforth to make that Uſe of 
it. 
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it. For them who are here met toge- 
ther for the Purpoſe of offering up their 
Prayers and Thankſgivings, of hearing 
the Word of God, and ſtretehing out 
their charitable Hands for the Relief of 
theſe little ones, as they embrace this Op- 
portunity upon a true Principle of Duty, 
they will, no Doubt, make it the Begin- 
ning of a regular, conſtant Attendance in 
this Place upon the Worſhip of God, on 
that Day at leaſt which is not only diſ- 
tinguiſhed by Freedom from the Labour 
and Buſineſs of the World, but ought 
to be ſanctified and kept holy in Exer- 
ciſes of Piety and Devotion, for the Im- 
provement of our Minds in Spiritual 
Knowledge, and of our Souls in Virtue 
and Grace, They will not forſake the Heb. x. 28. 
aſſembling of themſelves together, as the 
Manner of too many is ; but will ſanctiſy pet. ii. 1g. 
the Lord God in their Hearts, and upon 
every Return of this Day, encourage one 
another with holy David's Words, O PC. xu. 6, 
come, let us worſhip ; and fall down, and 
kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

But think not however, that then you 
have done all that is your Duty to do. 


" "i Godlineſs add Brotherly Kindneſs, and to 2 et. i-7.8, 
Brotberly Kindneſs, Charity ; that ye may 


neither be barren nor unfruitful in the Know- 


B 3 led ge 


Pſ. xix. 7. 


38. 


| 1 
tedge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The Law 
of the Lord is a perfect Law, converting the 
Soul, turning it from every evil Work; re- 
quiring us not only to worſhip before him, 
but in all our Dealings with each other 


ii, to keep Innocency and take beed to the Thing 


that is right. For, whatſoever Things are 


ws true, M hal ſoever Things are honeſt, What- 


ſoever Things are juſt, Whatfaever Things 
are pure, Whatſoever Things are lovely, 
Whatſoever Things are of good Report; If 
there be any Virtue, if there be any Praiſe, 
theſe muſt be ever preſent to our 
Thoughts and govern our Behaviour in 
all our reſpective Situations and Connec- 
tions. And ill ſhould I diſcharge the Of- 
fice to which I am appointed, did I neg- 
le& this Oppertunity to remind you of 
the principal Duties which reſult from 
your ſeveral Situations and Connections. 


. befeech you therefore, Brethren, ſuffer the 


Word of Exbortation, whilſt I briefly point 
out what is required of you in theſe four 
ReſpeQs, viz. 

I. As Maſters of Families ; 

H. As employed in the Balineſe of 
your reſpective Callings; 

HI. As Subjects; And 


IV. As Pariſhioners, 
| T. In 
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1. In the firſt Reſpect, your Charge 
is very important. You have Veen the 
Means of bringing Children into the 
World, and therefore it cannot but be 
your Duty to provide for their Support 
in it. This is a Proviſion however, which 


the greater Variety it admits of, the more 


particular Attention it requires, 'The 
Children of the Poor ſhould be early in- 
ured to Labour; that when they are 
turned out into the World, they may 
earn their Bread honeſtly, with Comfort 
and Succeſs. Hath God been pleaſed to 
bleſs you with Affluence and Proſperity ? 
Your Children are then to be educated in 
a different Manner. Their Minds ſhould 
be cultivated and improved by ſolid, uſe- 
ful Learning, ſuited to the Sphere of 
Life their Birth requires them to act in. 
And be not too ambitious to raiſe them 
into an higher; nor let an imprudent 
. Fondneſs tempt you to beſtow too much 
Attention on faſhionable Accompliſh- 
ments. They may poſſibly attract Ad- 
miration; but that Admiration may be 
your Children's Undoing. If you have 
Apprentices, look upon yourſelves as not 
only obliged to teach them your Trade, 
but as the Guides and Guardians of their 
Youth, to defend their Morals and form 

their 
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Col. iv, i. 


| Deut. xi. 19. 


1. 
their Conduct. To your Servants, you 
muſt not only be juſt in your Payments, 
but mild and gentle in your Behaviour, 
knowing that ye alſo bave a Maſter in 
Heaven. Beſides all this, you are to con- 
ſider yourſelves as accountable in ſome 
Meaſure for the Souls of all who are un- 
der your Roof. It is not ſufficient that 
your Children, your Apprentices and 
your Servants ſee you go to Church. You 
muſt take them along with you, and as 
far as can be done, watch over them, that 
their Behaviour there may be with Pro- 
priety and Reverence. As to ſuch of 
your Family as are of a different Perſua- 
ſion, you muſt allow them to go to their 
reſpective Places of Worſhip, and take all 
the Care you can that they do ſo. Nei- 
ther doth your Duty end even here. Re- 
ligion is not to be left at the Church 
Door when the Service is done, It muſt 
accompany you at all Times; at your 
Coming in, -and your Going out ; When 


thou ſitteſt in thy Houſe, when thou walkeſt 


by the Way, when thou lieſt down, and when 
thou riſeſt up. In every Place, in every 
Circumſtance of Life, if the Spirit of Re- 
ligion prevails in your Heart, it will be 
your Care and your Delight to infuſe it 
inio the Hearts of all your Dependents, 


by 


R 
by calling them together daily to offer up 
their Devotions with you to God, the Fa- 
ther and Maſter of All; ; by teaching and 
inſtructing, at proper Seaſons, the young 
and ignorant, and ſo bringing them up in 
the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. Eph» vi. 4. 
ö And upon every Occaſion it will be your 
| Care in your Diſcourſe, and in your Ac- 
8 tions and Behaviour, to ſet ſuch an Ex- 
ample, that all with whom you have to 
do may follow it both ſafely and profita- 
bly ; that your Children and your Houſhold Gen. xvii, 
after you may keep the Way of the Lord, tos 
do Fuſtice and Fudgment. So ſhall you in- 
title yourſelves to the Bleſſing of Abra- 
ham, who was called by that moſt glori- ; 
ous Title, the Friend of GOD. n 
N II. From the Callings in which you are 
engaged reſult alſo ſeveral Duties, to God, 
to the Publick, and to yourſelves and 
your Families. 

1. It is the Providence of God that ap- 
pointeth to us all our reſpective Stations, 
dividing to every Man ſeverally as be will; 1 Cer. xii. 
and as it is he that giveth Wiſdom and Un- 
derſtunding and Knowledge in all Manner of Ex. xxxi. 3. 
Workmanſhip, ſo will he undoubtedly re- g 
quire that theſe Talents be uſed to his | 
Glory, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty ; with a! _ it, 
Conſcience void of Offence towards God and At ual 
towards . 


Pa 


4& 
| towards Men. And certainly, there is no 
Occupation or Labour which the Wants 
of Men have rendered neceſſary, how 
ſcornfully ſoever it be treated by the Pride 
of fooliſh Men, that is too deſpicable for 
15 either the Inſpection or the Approbation 
14 and Favour of Him who bath ordained, 
9 | Gen. iti. 29. that in the Sweat of bis Face Man ſhould eat 
WHY Rom. xii, Bread. Be not therefore ſlothful in Buſi- 
Ji 11. neſs, but fervent in Spirit, knowing that 
E. whilſt you honeſtly follow an uſeful 
h by Calling, you are fulfilling the Duty of 
1 your Station, and ſerving the Lord. By 
1 Virtue and Religion the meaneſt Work 
i is conſecrated, and the ordinary Buſineſs 
of Life becomes the Means of advancing 
494 eternal Happineſs. 

The Publick likewiſe have a Right 
to A that every Trade and Calling 
| Lev.xix.35. be carried on with Integrity. Ye ſhall do 
no Unrighteouſneſs in Weight or in Meaſure, 
is not only the Command of God, but it 
is a Stipulation, a tacit and virtual one at 
leaſt, between the Artiſt and the-Perſon 
who deals with him; that as on the one 
Hand, the Goods bought or Work done 
ſhall be fairly and juſtly paid for, ſo on 
the other, that there be an Equivalent 
for the Value given, without Exaction 

in 
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in the Price, or Diminution in either 
Quantity or Quality. 

It hath long been the Policy of all Na- 
tions deſirous of encouraging Commerce, 
to dignify the ſeveral 'Trades with Char- 
ters and Privileges, and to incorporate 
them into ſeparate Fraternities, with 
Power to make ſuch Regulations as may 
be neceſſary, to prevent Frauds or De- 
teas in Trade, and to ſecure a ſufficient 
Profit to thoſe who exerciſe it. But if 
all their Attention be given to the lat- 
ter Part of the Deſign, and the former 
be neglected, if Hand join in Hand to en- Prov. xi. 22, 
hance the Price and flight the Execution 
of the Work, a Corporation degenerates 
into a fraudulent Confederacy, and in- 
itead of a Benefit to the Publick, for the 
Sake of which it was erected, becomes a 
Detriment and a Nuiſance. 

What the Opinion of thoſe in Power 
was of this Matter on a late Occaſion, 
cannot readily be forgotten. It therefore 
behoves the ſeveral Corporations to ſhew 

that their Privileges are of real Uſe to the 

| Publick, and that they conſider themſelves 
as bound to make them ſo, by an impartial 
and vigorous Exertion of that Authority 
with which the Law inveſts them, to de- 
tect and prevent Frauds in the Exerciſe 
Of 


© G 

— r— —— 4 
— — og - wn 
— 


ws - s — _ — — 2 
8 — 
— 
PR — 


* — — {4 2 
— Moc — I 


—_— 


24 1 1 _—— 


- — — — - rn oe eero—_— 
T _— — 


— 81 — — —— 


— — %» — 
— - — 
n 


of their reſpective Arts, by whomſoever 
they are committed, and to ſuppreſs all 
illegal Combinations amongſt the inferior 
Members, for enhancing Wages ; for 
ſhortning the 'Time of Work; for hin- 
dring the Introduction of new Inventions 
to improve or expedite Manufactures ; 
or for excluding from working, Perſons 
qualified for it by the Law of the Land. 
Aſſociations of this Kind are in Fact 


Conſpiracies againſt Trade, and cannot 


but be of the moſt fatal Conſequence tb 


the Artiſts themſelves ; by obliging thoſe 
who would otherwiſe willingly uſe the 
Manufactures of their own Country, to 
ſupply themſelves, on cheaper Terms, 
from abroad. And what will be the Ad- 
vantage of contending for higher Wages, 
when no Work 1s to be had? Were 
Conſiderations of this Nature duly re- 
Preſented and enforced, by thoſe on 
whom theſe deluded People depend for 
Employment and Subſiſtence, they could 
not, ſurely, be fo blind as not to ſee the 
Ruin which their Combinations cannot 
fail to bring upon themſelves, although 
they are not to be perſuaded to attend to 
that which they are evidently bringing 
upon their Country. 

Some 


2 


Some perhaps may plead Conſcience 
in the Caſe. They are ſworn to ſupport 
one another in theſe Proceedings, and to 
be true to the Cauſe in which they are 
engaged, But can an Oath alter the 
Nature of Things? Can it make an un- 
lawful and wicked AQ, lawful and right? 
Can it ſet aſide the Law of God ? What- 
ever he hath commanded is to be per- 
formed. Whatever he hath forbidden is 
by no Means to be done. He hath com- 
manded us to love our Country and to 
ſeek its Proſperity. He hath forbidden 
us to do Wrong to any Man. And they 
who have raſhly ſworn to the contrary, 
have done very wickedly : But they would 
do much. more wickedly by keeping ſuch 
an Oath. The impoſing of an Oath by 
Perſons not having competent Authority, 
is an audacious Uſurpation of the Office 
of the Magiſtrate ; and if the Purport of 
it be to the intended Damage of any In- 
dividual, it 1s highly criminal ; if to that 
of Numbers, of the Publick, the Enor- 
mity 1s proportionably increaſed. An 
Oath then in theſe Circumſtances, it is 
evident, cannot be binding on the Con- 
ſciences of thoſe who have unwarily 
taken it. 


C 3. But 
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3. But to proceed: Beſides the Duty 
which they who are engaged in any 
Trade or Calling, owe to the Publick 
there 1s one which they moſt evidently 
owe to themſelves and their Families; 
and that is Induſtry, the Application of 
their Skill, their Strength and their 
Time, with ſuch Diligence as may enable 
them .to provide for the Support of their 
Families with Decency, . according to the 
Rank of Life in which God hath ſeen fit 
to place them. And ſo gracious 1s the Di- 
vine Providence, that this is in almoſt 
every Man's Power. It 1s an ancient and 
Prov. x. 4. general Obſervation, that the Hand of 
the Diligent maketh rich, and is often the 
1 Means of advancing him to an higher 
and more honourable Station in the 
Prov. xxii. World. Seeſt thou a Man diligent in his 
29 Buſineſs, ſaith the wiſe Man, be ſhall 
| ſtand before Princes: He ſhall not ſtand 
1 before mean Men. And although it is not 
\ to be expected, that ſuch extraordinary 
1 Advancement can be the Lot of every 
Man that is induſtrious, yet it is cer- 
4  tainly true in the general, that it is Men's 
own Fault, fer Want of due Care and 
i Diligence, if they remain long in a State 
14 of Poverty; the Neceſſaries, and even 
1 | the Comforts of Life, being out of the 
51 Reach 
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Reach of very few, who will but exert 
themſelves. 

What hath been ſaid of the Duty of 
Induſtry, muſt alſo be underſtood of Fru- 


gality z a Virtue, without which 7t 7s but pf, canril, 3. 


i Labour that ye haſte to riſe up early, 
and ſo late take Reſt, Without Care to 


; preſerve, as well as to acquire, the Fruits 


of Induſtry cannot be ſecured. And un- 
happily, too many are the Inſtances of 
ingenious. Artiſts, who ſeem to have no 
higher View,. than to- gain by Labour 
what they may ſquander in Intemperance. 
They are accordingly the willing and un- 
pitied Prey of Rags and Wretchednels ; 
Whereas, . would they but be temperate 
and frugal, what are the Comforts which 
they might not command ? By the Re- 
gularity and Harmony of their Families, 
Home. would be ever deſirable. Inſtead 
of an alternate Succeſſion of. Waſte 
and Want, they would have a conſtant 


and plentiful Supply of Food convenient for Proy. xxx. 8. 


;bem, The Seaſon of Health duly em- 
ployed would enable them to provide 
againſt the evil Days of Sickneſs and old 
Age; and at the ſame Time that they 
could not fail to meet with the Regard cf 
all who have a right Senſe of Merit, they 
would have, moreover, the invaluable 


C 2 Teſtimony 


1 

Teſtimony of their own Hearts, that 
they were obeying the Will of God, and 
contributing their Endeavours to the 
Welfare of their Country. | 
III. There is a third Relation, viz. that 
of Subjects, which we come now to conſi- 
der. This is common to every Rank and 
Profeſfion. We are all Members of the 
ſame Community; all Subjects of the 
ſame Government; and in our ſeveral 
Stations are all intereſted in, and accord- 
ing to our reſpective Opportunities, ob- 
hged to promote the Honour and Wel- 
fare of our Country. But, alas! in a 
Land of Liberty we are apt, too often, 
to expend all our Concern for the Pub- 
lick in petulant Animadverſions on the 
Conduct of our Governors, overlooking 
the Opportunities which we have in our 
own Hands of ſerving it; Opportunities, 
which, though they lie not within the 
great Departments, may, nevertheleſs, 
be far from inſignificant. The induſtri- 
ous Trader who gives Employment to the 
Poor, by inventing any new Species of 
Manufacture, or opening any new Source 
of Commerce, or by carrying on thoſe 
already eſtabliſhed, provided he ſends his 
Goods to Market upon equitable Terms; 


ſuch an one, I ſay, is of much real Uſe to 
his 
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his Country, and in Truth isa more ge- 
nuine Patriot, than the doughty Politi- 
cian, whoſe Zeal is ever upon the Watch 
for the Errors of his Superiors, and ready 
to take Fire from every Spark of Diſap- 
pointment and Diſaffection. It is the 
Province of but few to be at the Helm; 
nor is it in the Power of many to judge, 
whether they who are at the Helm be 
ſufficiently qualified for that Poſt, and 
do their Duty, or not. But this we all 
know moſt certainly, that it is our Duty 
to pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, that it Pf. ei. 
may be at Unity in itfelf ; for our Bretbren 2 
and Companions Sake to wiſh and to pro- 
mote its Proſperity. Hear the Concluſion Ecel. xii. 13, 
then of the whole Matter. Fear God, 1 pet. ii. 196 
Honour the King. Study to be quiet and to 1 Theſſ. iv. 
do your own Buſineſs, and meddle not with pe, Ar. 
them that are given to Change. 21. 

IV. I come now, in the laſt Place, to 
lay before you your Duty as Pariſhioners, 
In that Capacity you are here aſſembled, 
and, I truſt, with that mutual Regard 
and Attachment, that becauſe of the Houſe Pſ. cxxii. y 
of the Lord you will ſeek to do each other 
Good ; and that it will not therefore diſ- 
pleaſe you to be reminded of the Apoſtle's 
Exhortation, Love as Brethren. A Pariſh ! Pet. iu. 8 


may, in ſome Reſpects, be conſidered as 
C 3 a Houſ- 
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Pet. iv. 8, 
fervent Charity among yourſelves; for, 


[ 30 ] 

a Houſhold or Family. For what 1s it 
that conſtitutes a well-regulated Family, 
but that the ſeveral Members of it are 
collected together under one Roof, are 
jubje to one common Father, or Maſ- 
ter, by whom they are all governed and 
iuſtained ; and that, on theſe Accounts, 
they have a proper Reſpect and Duty for 
the Head, and Kindneſs and Affection to- 
wards each other ? And are not the In- 
habitants of the ſame Pariſh connected 
together and allied one to another in hke 
Manner ? By having one common Place 
appropriated to their Uſe, where they 
are firſt admitted into their Maſter's Ser- 
vice, where they receive from the Mini- 
{tration of the fame Paſtor, their ſpiritual 
Nouriſhment in the ſacred Offices of 
Prayer, of Preaching, and the Holy 
Communion, which at the ſame Time 
that it is the moſt ſolemn Engagement of 
Duty and Fidelity to Almighty God, is 
no leſs ſo of Love and Good Will to our 


re. i. 22. Neighbour. See then that you love one 


another «with a pure Heart fervently. Have 


Charity will cover a Multitude of Sins, 
Senſible how valuable and how ſacred the 
good Name of any Perſon is, inſtead of 
taking Pleaſure in expoſing and triumph- 

ing 


1 
ing over his Miſconduct, Charity will be 
defirous to cover and conceal it from the 
World ; and whenever Differences ariſe, 
by every prudent Method which our Con- 
nections and Circumſtances may autho- 
riſe, in the Caſe of others, and by 
every reaſonable Inſtance of Condeſcen- 
fon and Compliance in our own, will 
upon all Occaſions ſeek Peace and enſue it. 1 Pet. ii. r. 
Put on therefore, as the cleft of God, holy — ü. 12, 
aud beloved, Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, ** 
Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuf- 
fering, forbearing one ansther, and forgiv- 
ing ane another; if any Man have a Quar- 
rel againſt any: Even as Chriſt forgave 
you, fo alſo do ye. 

But it is not only in Inſtances of this 
Kind that our Charity is to be manifeſt- 
ed; but let Charity have her perfect Work, Ja. i. 4. 
in leſſening the Evils and communicating 
the Bleſſings of Life. Is it not to deal Iſai. lviii. 7, 
thy Bread to the Hungry, and that thou 
bring the Poor that are caſt out, to thine 
Houſe? When thou ſeeſt the Naked, that 
thou cover him, and that thou hide not 
thyſelf from thine own Fleſh? Is not this 
what the Lord hath choſen ® But if it 
be a Duty thus to relieve every Obje& 
that preſents itſelf, Who, you will ſay, is 
Jufficient for theſe Things ® That, how- Is; ü. 
ever, 
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=” 1 
ever, is not the Caſe. Charity is not to 


be extended beyond our reaſonable Abi- 
lities, or without due Regard to the juſt 


Demands of our Families; neither is it 
to be extended indiſcriminately and equal- 
ly to the Worthy and the Unworthy; to 
thoſe whoſe Merits and whoſe Wants 
are known to us, and to thoſe whoſe Me- 
rits and Wants may be pretended and 
counterfeit, but according to the Rules 
of Chriſtian Prudence we are to have 
Compaſſi en, making a Difference, and pro- 
portioning our Relief to the Circumſtan- 
ces of the Caſe. 

Now if our Liberality is to be governed 
by theſe Rules, the Diſtreſſes of thoſe 
who live within the Compaſs of our own 
Pariſh and Neighbourhood muſt be better 
known to us, and therefore juſtly de- 
mand a Preference in our Attention. And 
to the Praiſe of this Pariſh it 1s to be re- 
membered, that Hoſpitals for the Sick, 
for the Aged and Infirm, have lately 
been erected in it, and a Charity-School 
for the Education of thirty Boys of 
this Pariſh, who are alſo cloathed, 
hath ſubſiſted ſo many Years, that, ac- 
cording to the Information which I 
have received, not fewer than four 


hundred and fixty-four have been already 


bound 


1 


bound out Apprentices from it. I do not 
enter more particularly into the State of 
this School, becauſe it is ſufficiently ſet 
forth in the publick Advertiſements. I am 
only to entreat the Continuance of your 
Favour and Benevolence to the poor 
Children before you, | 
Conſider them as your Fellow Chriſ- 
tians and Fellow Pariſhioners, And 
where can you find worthier Ob- 
jects of your Charity? The Dif- 
treſſes to which they were born are 
owing to the Appointment of the Al- 
mighty; who, for wiſe and good Reaſons, 
which we cannot always comprehend, 
putteth down one, and ſetteth up another, Pf. Nav. 5. 
Their Diſtreſſes, I ſay, are owing to no 
Fault of theirs; nor yet, it may be, of 
their Parents. Many of theſe Children 
are the Offspring of induſtrious and vir- 
tuous Perſons ; to whom it is the greateſt 
Happineſs to ſee them brought up in the 
Fear of God, and the Knowledge of their 
Duty. And ſurely, the Scions of ſuch 
a Steck deſerve all the Care you can 
beſlow upon them; ſince there is no Rea- 
ſon to doubt that they will, in due Time, 
repay all the Labour of Cultivation by 
the Fruit they will plentifully produce; 


ſome thirty fold, ſome ſixty, ſome an bun- Mark iv, 20, 
dred. 
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1 
dred. And if ſome others amongſt them 


have the Misfortune to have been born 


of negligent and vicious Parents, your 


Charity, even in theſe Inſtances, is far 
from being ill-directed; it being, in 
Truth, the greateſt Mercy to give ſuch 
Children an Education which may ſecure 
them againſt. the Influence of evil Ex- 


ample. So that although there may be a 


double Motive to your Charity, in Behalf 
of the former, for the Parents Sake as 
well as their own, yet is the Preſervation 
of the latter no inconſiderable Object of 
your Care. Innocent and urcorrupt- as 
yet, they demand your Chriſtian Charity, 
If their Fathers have 
eaten ſour Grapes, it would have followed, 
without your friendly Interpoſition, that 
the Children's Teeth had been. ſet on Edge. 
Bui you have hearkned to the Cries of 
tender Innocency, and have obeyed your 
merciful Redeemer, who commanded 
the little Children to be brought unto 


Mark, x. 14 him, declaring that of ſuch is the King- 


dom of God. Of ſuch as theſe we are 
never to deſpair. By due Care and In- 
ſtruction they may be ſaved from the 
Power of the Enemy, and become gocd 
Subjects of the Kingdom of God; the 
Kingdom of Truth and Righteouſneſs 


here, 


n * 
here, and the Kingdom of everlaſting ” : 
Happineſs and Glory in the Life to 
come. 

Such is the great Object of this 
Charitable Inſtitution; than which no- 
thing can be more truly Chriſtian, or 
more acceptable to Almighty God. And 
this is an additional and no inconſider- 
able Reaſon, why you ſhould be glad 
that you can go into the Houſe of the Lord; 
that in this Place, ſacred to his Name, 
you may conſider one another, and pro- Heb. x, 24, 
woke unto Love and to good Worts; that 
you may have Opportunities of uniting 
your cheerful Contributions for the Edu- 
cation of theſe little ones; to guide their Luke i. 7g, 
Feet into the Way of Peace; that ſo they 
may, in due 'Time, become in the moſt 
perfeQ Senſe, the Children of the Highe/t. Luke vi. 380 
What remains then, but that we humbly 
offer up our Prayers to the Father of Mer- 
cies to give a Bleſſing to this your Work Heb. vi. 120 
and Labour of Love, that it may re- 
dound to his Glory, and the Benefit of 
your own Souls, as well as of thoſe 
whom you have charitably taken under 


your Care. 
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